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second on Middle Babylonian family groups (in the Leichty festschrift). A third article, on Baby-
lonian land-grant monuments and related texts dealing with land tenure and taxation, is scheduled 
to appear in the next issue of the Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient.

——————————

Fred M. Donner 

As noted in last year’s report, Fred M. Donner co-directed, with his colleague Kenneth Hall, 
Professor of History at Ball State University, a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer 
Institute for College Teachers during the summer of 2005, on the subject “Culture and Commu-
nication in the Pre-Modern Islamic World.” It occupied much of Donner’s time during late June 
and July of 2005. Later in the summer he enjoyed, with several colleagues and students, a visit to 
the Limestone Massif “Dead Cities” region of northern Syria, which contains over 750 sites with 
standing remains of towns and villages from the late antique and early Islamic periods (roughly 
third to ninth centuries). 

During summer 2005 and again in summer 2006, Donner participated in the second and third 
of the series of workshops on the Umayyad dynasty (a.d. 660–750) and its legacy, the first 
of which was held at the University of Notre Dame and the second at the Institute Français du 
Prôche-Orient in Damascus, Syria. 

During the fall Donner taught his usual survey of Islamic history, a.d. 600 to 1150 (larger 
than ever this year because of the increased, and seemingly still increasing, demand for courses on 
all things dealing with Islam). He also taught a graduate seminar on Islamic origins. In the spring 
quarter, he taught his “Introduction to the Middle East” course intended for College students with 
no background in the region, and an Arabic course on the Sira literature devoted to biographies 
of the prophet Muhammad and other figures in the Islamic tradition. He also handled, like all his 
colleagues, individual reading courses, student advising, committee assignments, and work on fac-
ulty searches. He continued to serve as editor of Al-‘Usur al-Wusta: The Bulletin of Middle East 
Medievalists, a semi-annual serial that deals with the Middle East in the period a.d. 500–1500. 
He also did his share of manuscript reviewing for the Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Interna-
tional Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 
(University of London), and Comparative Studies in Society and History, and performed tenure 
evaluations for the University of Illinois at Chicago, the American University of Beirut, and the 
United Arab Emirates University, as well as performing an evaluation of the History Department 
of the American University of Beirut. In April, he gave a public lecture at the Gleacher Center for 
the University of Chicago’s Graham School of General Studies “The Many Faces of Islam.” 

These varied activities collectively consumed a lot of time, but Donner was able to complete 
two articles during the year. The first, “Al-Ya‘qubi on the Saqifa Episode and its Implications,”  
for a forthcoming volume on the ninth-century historian and geographer al-Ya‘qubi, examines 
historiographical peculiarities of al-Ya‘qubi’s reporting of a critical episode in early Islamic his-
tory. The second article, “Western Approaches to Early Islamic History,” will appear in the first 
volume of the new Cambridge History of Islam, due to appear in 2007 or (more probably) 2008. 
Most important, however, was completing — after too many years — the draft of his monograph 
Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam, which colleagues are now reviewing be-
fore being sent off to a publisher. Donner is eager to get this project behind him and embark on 
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several new ones dealing with apocalypticism in early Islam and with Islamic political vocabu-
lary. Check next year’s report to see if he succeeded!

Donner was gratified by the appearance this year of his article “The Islamic Conquests” in A 
Companion to the History of the Middle East, edited by Youssef M. Choueiri, pp. 28–51 (Mal-
den: Blackwell’s, 2005). 

——————————

Peter F. Dorman

On research leave during this past academic year, Peter F. Dorman spent much of the time re-
searching and writing on a book project aimed at producing a two-volume introductory history of 
Egyptian civilization, undertaken in cooperation with Terry Wilfong of the University of Michi-
gan and the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology. As author of the first volume, covering the period 
down to the end of the New Kingdom, Dorman spent three months in Lebanon during the spring 
quarter as an Associate of the Center for Middle Eastern and Arab Studies of the American Uni-
versity of Beirut. The history is to be published by Cambridge University Press.

With colleague Betsy Bryan of Johns Hopkins University, he co-hosted the Theban Workshop 
in Berkeley, held on October 22, 2005, in conjunction with the American opening of the Hatshep-
sut: From Queen to Pharaoh exhibit at the deYoung Museum in San Francisco. Dorman deliv-
ered a paper “Tuthmoside Alterations in the Temple of Amun at Medinet Habu: Intentions and 
Agendas,” examining the distribution of methods by which Hatshepsut’s images were revised or 
removed in the Amun temple and concluding that the alterations were effected according to a pre-
existing ritual program reflecting the division of the interior chapels into two distinct cultic axes. 
Later in January 2006, he led a tour for Oriental Institute members to San Francisco for a close 
look at the loan show, having been one of the contributors to the exhibit catalog.

Dorman also made two trips to Cairo in conjunction with a conservation project on the funer-
ary papyri of Hatnofer, funded by the Antiquities Endowment Fund administered by the Ameri-
can Research Center in Egypt. One trip, in September, was made with papyrus conservator Ted 
Stanley of Princeton University to make complete photography of the papyri and determine the 
parameters of the work. Plans for the preservation and mounting of the papyri will be carried out 
during the coming winter. On June 18, 2006, Dorman also lectured at a public symposium mark-
ing the opening of the exhibit Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs at The Field 
Museum of Natural History.

——————————

Walter Farber

Thinking back through the past year in terms of academia, the most positive event for Walter 
Farber is still the fifty-first Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, organized by Martha T. 
Roth, Jennie Myers, and himself in July 2005. With quite some pride, he says that the scholarly 
program (for which he eventually took sole responsibility) was a complete success, and he still 
occasionally gets fan mail for what has been called by at least one old-timer “the best Rencontre 
ever.” Even the technology worked without a glitch, thanks to the tireless efforts of John Sand-
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